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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR DECEMBER 11, 2020  

 

 

2020 Tree Lighting  

 

 
 

I want to express my deep appreciation and gratitude for the hard work of all the 

departments that planned and produced last week’s Drive-Through Holiday Tree 

Lighting.    

 

Also, heartfelt thanks to the residents who donated a total of $1,022 to the 

Salvation Army Kettle and also brought canned goods for St. Michael’s Food Pantry.  

 

Santa, First Lady Lyn, and I were blessed to be able to wish so many families a Merry 

Christmas and see the joyful expressions of  nearly 350 children and parents during 

the socially-distanced celebration.    

 

The Police Department did a terrific job keeping traffic moving smoothly and the Fire 

Department attended to every detail to make our first (but probably not last) winter 

fireworks display was safe and spectacular.  

 

For everyone who was not able to attend, a video of the magical evening will be 

posted on the City’s Facebook page and YouTube channel this weekend.  
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City Hall Closed December 24-31, 2020 

 

Masks, hygiene, and social distancing have become the mantra 

of COVID-19 prevention. However, rest and recuperation are 

equally important during these uncertain and exhausting 

times.  

 

In the interest of protecting the health of our staff, residents, 

and visitors, most City operations will be shut down from 

December 24 through December 31, 2020.   The City will be 

deep cleaning and disinfecting its facilities to start 2021 in the 

strongest position possible.   

 

The Police, Fire, Service, and Recreation Departments will remain open.  Please 

check the December Spotlight for the special holiday hours at the Recreation Center.  

 

 

 

Covid-19 Vaccine  

 

As early as next Tuesday, healthcare systems across Ohio will 

receive the first batch of coronavirus vaccines.   Ohio 

Department of Health has directed that the first doses be given 

to:  

 Hospital caregivers and EMS responders. 

 Residents and staff at nursing and assisted-living 
facilities.   

 Residents and staff at Ohio veterans’ homes. 
 Patients and staff at psychiatric hospitals.  

Just as health experts predicted, there was a dramatic spike in 

new cases after Thanksgiving.  This week more than 21,000 

Americas are hospitalized in intensive care.  That is the highest number since the 

pandemic began.   

 

Ohio expects to receive nearly 475,000 additional vaccines before the end of the year. 

That’s significant, but not nearly enough to blunt the rise in coronavirus cases 

seriously.  

According to Dr. Andrew Thomas from The Ohio State University’s Wexner Medical 
Center, the vaccine will definitely reduce the risk of getting the infection, but it may 
not reduce it to zero.  Thomas said, “Once we see tens or hundreds of thousands or 
more people be vaccinated, we’ll learn more.” 

Governor DeWine has extended the overnight COVID-19 curfew and urges Ohioans to 

limit their travel and only leave home to go to work, school, shop for food or 

supplies, or seek medical care.  



Let’s each do our part to avoid another surge on top of the Thanksgiving surge.  

Please adapt your holiday plans to protect yourself and your loved ones.  Until the 

supply of vaccines exceeds the demand, continue to wear a mask and socially 

distance. 

 

 

 

Rockside Road Resurfacing 

 

Cuyahoga County’s 50/50 Funding Program has agreed to partner with the City to 

contribute 50% of the cost to resurface Rockside Road from Brecksville Road to the 

East Corporation Limit.  There is a $250,000 maximum for the project, and the 

County Council must approve the partnership.  Thank you, Cuyahoga County and the 

Department of Public Works! 

 

 

Teachers Get Creative During Remote Learning 

Most parents who have had to adapt to remote 

learning probably have a new appreciation for 

teachers' hard work and patience.   

 

This week FOX 8 News visited the virtual 

classroom of Independence Elementary School 

teacher Jill Wagner.  Like most teachers, she is 

dedicated to making sure the pandemic doesn’t 

get in the way of her students’ learning and 

achievements.  Watch the story here.  

 

 

Don’t Wait Until It’s Too Late! 

There is still a limited supply of the City’s Christmas 

ornaments available for purchase. The sparkling, 

custom-designed, 3-D, 24 kt. gold replica of City Hall 

is a true keepsake.  They make great stocking 

stuffers!  Each ornament is just $5.00 and is 

available at Community Services.     

 

 

 

 

 

https://fox8.com/news/coronavirus/independence-teacher-says-pandemic-made-her-better-at-her-job/


Weekly Finance Report 

Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Finance Report for 

December 11, 2020 here.  

 

 

 

Holiday Greetings 

First Lady Lyn Kurtz invites all residents to share their family’s 
holiday photos on Facebook.   It’s a great way to connect with 
friends and neighbors while staying socially distanced. 

There are plenty of beautiful displays around the City campus and 
neighborhoods for people to take a photo.  Or maybe you have a 

“vintage” photo from a past Christmas you’d like to share.  Be creative and 
share your memories on the City’s Facebook page.    

 

 

 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-259
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nEtgaqnMXw
https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOH


 

 

 

 

14 Days Until Christmas! 
 

 

 

 

 

To receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update, send your name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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